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VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

5/18/15 MINUTES  

 

Mayor Mike VandeVelde presiding 

 

MEMBERS: Robert Cochran, David Brooker, Mike Catalano, Alan  

   Holbrook 

 

OTHERS:  Vince Luce, Wayne Cardy, Andrew Thompson, Jim  

   Pacanonwski, Ed LeBarron, Rob Genthner, Marybelle  

   Beigh, Becki Paternosh, Bill H. Bills, Andrew Webster,  

   John Wolfe, Bill Christ, Dave Carr, Lyle Holland,   

   Marsha Holland, Anne Kneer, Pastor David Herr, Gwen 

   Herr, Tom Tarpley, Jeremy Izzio (Observer) 

 

MAYOR/BOARD 

MINUTES 

The board made a motion to approve the minutes of March 2nd, 9th and 

April 20th by Trustee Catalano, seconded by Trustee Brooker and was 

carried unanimously. 

 

WBCCC FIRST FRIDAY EXPANSION OF ACTIVITIES REQUEST 

The board made a motion to approve for the expansion and 

enhancement of First Friday Activities as requested by the Event 

Sponsoring Agency (Chautauqua County Chamber), to include the 

serving of alcohol and beer and waive open container laws in certain 

areas (listed on attached sheet), by Trustee Holbrook, seconded by 

Trustee Catalano and was carried unanimously. 

 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE SCHEDULE 

The board made a motion to approve the Memorial Day Parade 

Scheduled events and for the use of the Fire Department Trucks by 

Trustee Brooker, seconded by Trustee Cochran and was carried 

unanimously. 

 

LEGION FLAGS REQUEST 

The board made a motion to approve the request from the Legion for 

cemetery flags reimbursement in the amount of $270 by Trustee 

Cochran, seconded by Trustee Brooker and was carried unanimously. 

 

REQUEST FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL ESTATE 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

MONTHLY OVERTIME REPORT 
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The board made a motion to approve the Monthly/Overtime Report by 

Trustee Cochran, seconded by Trustee Brooker and was carried 

unanimously. 

 

RESIGNATION OF P.T. POLICE OFFICER 

The board made a motion to approve the resignation of Part-Time Police 

Officer, Eric Vara by Trustee Holbrook, seconded by Trustee Catalano 

and was carried unanimously. 

 

REQUEST FOR 10 DAY VACATION CARRYOVER  

The board made a motion to approve for 10 days vacation carryover by 

Chief Rob Genthner on a motion by Trustee Holbrook, seconded by 

Trustee Brooker and was carried unanimously. 

 

REQUEST EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL  

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

MONTHLY REPORT 

The board made a motion to approve the Monthly Report by Trustee 

Catalano, seconded by Trustee Brooker and was carried unanimously. 

 

FIREMEN’S CONVENTION DISCUSSION 

Marsha Holland presented an overview for the board of the Convention. 

Noting she is the first female Vice President soon to be President of the  

Southwestern Association of volunteer Firemen.  

 

Pastor David Herr inquired as to the benefit to our community of having 

this event in Westfield as opposed to letting some other town in the 

County having it?  

 

Marsha explained that typically whoever is the President at the time 

has the Convention in their hometown. It was noted there is sales 

revenue from people in the community eating at restaurants, buying 

gas, and shopping in general.  

 

He wondered if there is there a way to change the face of the Firemen’s 

convention. Our Firemen are public servants so that should be 

presented in a very positive way that is family receptive. If there was 

just a way that we could alter it so that the negative things surrounding 

it would be minimalized and shown in a more positive way. He thanked 

them for working and bringing up the morale and noted that there is 

something about the lack of sobriety with public servants that just 

sends a message that just doesn’t fly.  
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Marsha noted that changes have been made to the Comic Parade from 

the way it used to be in years past and both parades; the Comic and the 

Grand Parade, are now all family-oriented 

 

She assured there would be information available regarding dugouts, 

parades, etc. at a time closer to the events and will also submit articles 

of information regarding the convention to the newspapers.  

The board made a motion by Trustee Brooker, seconded by Trustee 

Cochran and carried unanimously to provisionally approve the 

Firemen’s Convention to be held in Westfield in the year 2017 based on 

a plan to be presented. 

 

WESTFIELD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The board made a motion by Trustee Holbrook, seconded by Trustee 

Cochran and was carried unanimously to approve the WDC Report as 

submitted and was read by the Mayor. 

 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

Andrew Webster announced that all Summer sign ups would take place 

on Monday, June 1st and Tuesday, June 2nd from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

at the Field House at the Welch Field. 

APPROVAL OF SUMMER STAFF 

The board made a motion by Trustee Cochran, seconded by Trustee 

Holbrook and was carried unanimously to approve the summer staff 

listing and the request for a wage increase to $9.00/hr. for seasonal 

worker John Emmons and a wage increase to $11.00/hr. for Nancy 

Jopek. 

 

HISTORIAN 

REPORT 

The board made a motion to approve the Historian Report by Trustee 

Catalano, seconded by Trustee Holbrook and was carried unanimously. 

 

Marybelle Beigh noted that she is putting her house on the market and  

relocating to Edgewater and will require some space for her records 

which are now located at her home. The Mayor stated a space will be 

determined for her documents. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT 

MONTHLY REPORT 

The board made a motion to approve the Monthly Report by Trustee 

Brooker, seconded by Trustee Cochran and was carried unanimously. 

 

MCCLURG MUSEUM 



Village Board Minutes 5/18/15 Page 4 
 

The board made a motion to approve for the restoration of the original 

McClurg Fountain in the Village Park and to waive any building permit 

fees by Trustee Cochran, seconded by Trustee Holbrook and was carried 

unanimously. 

 

MCCLURG FOUNTAIN RESTORATION 

McClurg Curator, John Wolfe, gave a brief overview of the fountain in 

front of the McClurg noting that it is believed to be the first depth 

fountain in all of Western New York in front a private residence  

(circa. 1820). He noted further there is a statue (which was not original) 

that was gifted to the McClurg in the 70’s, it is an 1868 statue and has 

been restored and will be placed there as well. The Contractors can 

begin after June 15th as the machinery must be out of there before the 

week of the Craft Show.  

 

WELCH BUILDING PERMIT FEE 

Jim reported that the Town has allowed for Plantrol Electronics to move 

from the Bourne Street property to the Welch building to the front 

corner of the second floor. 

The board made a motion to waive the building permit fees for the Town 

on the Welch building by Trustee Holbrook, seconded by Trustee 

Catalano and was carried unanimously. 

 

CODE OFFICER TRAINING SESSIONS 

The board made a motion to approve the attendance of the Code Officer 

to Training Sessions in Mayville hosted by the DEC on Tuesday, June 

16th from 9:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. and on Wednesday, June 17th from 

8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at no cost by Trustee Catalano, seconded by 

Trustee Cochran and was carried unanimously. 

 

ZONING ISSUES 

Jim sent out letters to residents in regard to the mowing of tall grass 

within the Village. The board felt that the following revision to the 

Property Maintenance fee schedule would be in order: 1st mowing $100, 

2nd mowing $125, 3rd/or additional mowing $150, in addition to any 

other time and equipment cost to the Village.  

The board made a motion to approve a Resolution for a Fee Schedule 

Property Maintenance charge as follows: 1st mowing $100, 2nd mowing 

$125, 3rd/or additional mowing $150 plus any additional time and 

equipment costs to the Village by Trustee Cochran, seconded by Trustee 

Catalano and was carried unanimously. 

 

VILLA DRIVE PROPERTY 
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Resident Dave Carr officially notified the board of a derelict property 

located at 14 Villa Drive which should be considered a danger as there is 

a pool in the backyard with easy access because of the holes in the fence 

where children and/or animals could enter and get into the pool; plus it 

is a breeding place for mosquitos. This property is owned by the Bank of 

America and the lawn does not get mowed unless he mows it himself. 

Code Officer Pacanowski noted the State has been attempting for the 

last 2 or 3 years to pass legislation to take care of these neglected 

properties.  

 

Jim noted we don’t have the authority to do anything legally although 

Village Clerk stated that the Village can abate public nuisances but the 

problem is we may not get reimbursed for it. The Village may enter 

private property only when existing circumstances warrant the 

encroachment, such as situations that pose an imminent danger to the 

public, health, safety and welfare. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

MONTHLY/OVERTIME REPORT 

The board made a motion to approve the Monthly/Overtime report by 

Trustee Catalano, seconded by Trustee Cochran and was carried 

unanimously. 

 

AWARD REFUSE COLLECTION, SPRING CLEAN UP & RECYCLING 

BID 

Ed explained that the bid could be awarded one year, two years or 3 

years; as a total per year or it can be awarded by each section. Bestway 

was the lowest on collection and refuse, spring clean up and recycling. 

He called both companies. Casella is no longer going to do Zero sort. 

They want recyclables sorted separately. Bestway is willing to do it as 

Zero sort.  

The board made a motion to award the Refuse Collection, Spring Clean 

Up & Recycling bid for the three year period to Bestway Container 

Service by Trustee Cochran, seconded by Trustee Catalano and was 

carried unanimously. The other bidder was Casella Waste Management.  

 

SIDEWALK REBATE PROGRAM 

Ed informed the board that in the past the Village has hired the 

Contractor to do the concrete work on the sidewalks and it locks in the 

price for them. But because of the prevailing wage laws now it will put 

the cost too high. It will be modified so that the homeowner must hire 

the contractor and they will have to pay the Contractor. The Village will 

still be providing the concrete, excavation and restoration. Then the 

Village will approve the final job.  
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WATER DEPARTMENT 

MONTHLY OVERTIME REPORT 

The board made a motion to approve the Monthly/Overtime Report by 

Trustee Brooker, seconded by Trustee Cochran and was carried 

unanimously. 

 

SEWER DEPARTMENT 

MONTHLY OVERTIME REPORT 

The board made a motion to approve the Monthly/Overtime Report by 

Trustee Cochran, seconded by Trustee Catalano and was carried 

unanimously. 

 

BREWERY WASTE SITUATION 

The board made a motion to take the two week opt out and cancel the 

Contract with Schofield Farms for accepting the Brewery waste by 

Trustee Catalano, seconded by Trustee Holbrook and was carried 

unanimously.  

 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

MONTHLY OVERTIME REPORT 

The board made a motion to approve the Monthly/Overtime Report by 

Trustee Brooker, seconded by Trustee Cochran and was carried 

unanimously. 

POLES 

The board approved the purchase of Ridgewell Poles for $11,504 as 

presented on a motion by Trustee Cochran, seconded by Trustee 

Catalano and was carried unanimously. 

 

TREASURER 

APPROVAL OF 2015-2016 ELECTRIC BUDGET 

The board made a motion to approve the 2015-2016 Electric Fund 

Budget as presented by Trustee Brooker, seconded by Trustee Catalano 

and was carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF 2015-2016 WATER BUDGET 

The board made a motion to approve the 2015-2016 Water Fund Budget 

as presented by Trustee Brooker, seconded by Trustee Cochran and was 

carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF 2015-2016 SEWER BUDGET 

The board made a motion to approve the 2015-2016 Sewer Fund Budget 

as presented by Trustee Brooker, seconded by Trustee Catalano and was 

carried unanimously. 
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Trustee Holbrook made a motion that the board should receive a copy of 

the Financial Reports as part of the Treasurer’s Report for approval on 

a monthly basis, seconded by Trustee Catalano and was carried 

unanimously. 

 

CLERK 

WARRANTS 

Trustee Catalano made a request to vote on the Jack’s Welding Warrant 

separately from the rest of the warrants. 

 

The following warrants excluding the one for Jack’s Welding were 

approved on a motion made by Trustee Catalano, seconded by Trustee 

Holbrook and was carried unanimously. 

 

The board made a motion to approve the warrant for Jack’s Welding by 

Trustee Cochran, seconded by Trustee Holbrook with Trustee Catalano 

not voting; the motion was carried.  

 

   Water  #57  $14,926.10 

   Sewer  #55    41,353.80 

   General  #51    49,790.31 

   Electric  #52    42,071.52 

   Capital Proj. #17         690.00 

 

   Water  #60    46,179.99 

   Sewer  #57    51,180.74 

   General  #53    24,963.07 

   Electric  #55        $162,152.38 

 

RFP TECHNICAL SERVICES 

Andrew noted the DPW Advisory board made a formal recommendation 

for the RFP for Technical Services Agreement from Electrical 

Engineering. The board would like to hear from the DPW Advisory 

Board. 

 

The board made a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss 

Personnel by Trustee Catalano, seconded by Trustee Holbrook and was 

carried unanimously. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Following discussion the Executive Session was ended on a motion 

made by Trustee Brooker, seconded by Trustee Cochran and was carried 

unanimously. 
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ACTION 

Action taken as a result of the Executive Session is as follows: 

The board made a motion to approve the hiring of Justina Preston and 

Eric Karlstrom as Part-Time Police Officers at the rate of @12.30/hr. by 

Trustee Cochran, seconded by Trustee Holbrook and was carried 

unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board the meeting 

was adjourned on a motion made by Trustee Holbrook, seconded by 

Trustee Brooker and was carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

 

 

Vincent E. Luce  

Administrator/Clerk 


